
Journalists, human rights activists and union leaders representing press freedom 
organisations and journalists unions across the South Asian region met in Kathmandu from 
July 18 to 20, 2014 for the 13

th
 annual meeting of the South Asia Media Solidarity Network 

(SAMSN). The aim of the meeting was to discuss regional issues and challenges to media 
freedom and solidarity and plan joint strategies. 
 
After three days of discussions, the group unanimously passed the following resolutions: 
 

1. The SAMSN takes serious note of the widespread culture of impunity and its 
deleterious impact on journalists and media workers. The SAMSN reaffirms its 
commitment to end the environment of impunity that dominates the South Asia region 
and resolves to work closely with national and international organizations to bring an 
end to impunity, improve journalists’ safety, media freedom and diversity for media 
practitioners and audiences. 
 

2. SAMSN condemns the killing of over 100 journalists in the line of duty in Pakistan in 
the last decade, 57 murders since 1992 in India, more than three dozen murders 
since 2001 in Nepal, and more than three dozen murders since 2006 in Sri Lanka. 
SAMSN notes that only a handful of cases have resulted in perpetrators being 
prosecuted and even less in convictions. SAMSN demands these killings be 
investigated as the highest priority and that their perpetrators are identified and 
prosecuted. The SAMSN also calls for a constitution of a judicial commission or 
appointment of special prosecutor to pursue the investigation and prosecution in 
these cases in Pakistan, India and Nepal by their respective governments. 

 
3. The SAMSN notes that the continuous assaults, threats, harassments, unwarranted 

questioning, and restrictions on access and interference by the military with 
journalistic functions of practitioners in the North and the East (the former war zones) 
in Sri Lanka continues to prevent media institutions and media personnel from 
accessing and reporting on those regions. The harassment and intimidation of 
journalists must stop forthwith and the SAMSN calls on the government of Sri Lanka 
to ensure that the rights of the media be respected.  

 
4. The SAMSN condemns the special directive issued by the NGO Secretariat, 

functioning under Defense Ministry of Sri Lanka that seeks to control and curb 
activities of the non-governmental (NGO) sector, working in an already repressive 
political climate, to support media freedom in Sri Lanka through capacity building. 
The directive bans 1,416 NGOs from issuing media statements, holding media 
briefings and conducting trainings for journalists. The SAMSN also resolves that a 
draft Right to Information bill should be presented to the Sri Lankan parliament by the 
government after multi-stakeholder consultations.  

 
5. With many journalists, including a Pakistani journalist, in prison or detained in 

Afghanistan, the SAMSN calls upon the Afghan government to respect the media and 
the free flow of information, and highlights the right of journalists to collect and report 
news without threat of incarceration or other forms of reprisals. The detained 
journalists should be released immediately and given access to fair trials meeting 
international standards, including legal representation.  
 

6. The SAMSN notes the growing coercive pressure on media from Pakistan authorities 
which has resulted in the arbitrary banning of channels, heavy fines resulting in 
economic hardships on journalists, the shutting down of media outlets and pressuring 
the cable TV distribution networks from denying viewers access to some TV 
channels. The SAMSN will continue to campaign and calls on the government of 
Pakistan to support freedom of expression, not restrict it. 
 

7. The SAMSN has voiced its opposition to the use of laws and regulations devised 
primarily for regulating non-media sectors, such as ICT Law (Bangladesh), Pakistan 
Protection Act, proposed Cyber Crime Law (Pakistan), Information Technology Act 
(India) and Electronic Transaction Act (Nepal), to harass journalists and citizens for 



their opinions on the Internet. The digital space is a vital platform for freedom of 
expression and the media and governments should facilitate responsible use and 
access. 

 
8. The SAMSN has declared that the Contempt of Court Bill currently under registration 

by Nepal government in the Parliament restricts journalists’ rights and freedom, and 
demands the immediate withdrawal of the Bill for revision through wider consultations 
with human rights organisations and journalists. 

 
9. The SAMSN expresses its shock and condemnation at the illegal termination of 

veteran trade union activist and secretary of Indian Journalists Union (IJU) Geetartha 
Pathak from the Asam Bani on June 19, 2014. Pathak was working for 27 years in 
the newspaper and was the Assistant Editor when his services were illegally 
terminated. Despite responding to several “show cause” notices, his services were 
summarily terminated without any inquiry or any other due process of law. The 
SAMSN expresses solidarity with Pathak and demands that he be reinstated 
immediately. 

 
10. The SAMSN acknowledges the challenges faced by women journalists in South Asia 

and resolves to give gender issues priority action in the coming year in SAMSN 
campaigns. In particular, the safety and security of women at the workplace must be 
assured as well as proactive measures be taken to provide conditions conducive for 
their recruitment, training, protection of maternity benefits, career advancement and 
promotion to responsible positions.  

 
11. The SAMSN declares that digital security and secure communications for media 

practitioners and media support groups are now priority areas. SAMSN members will 
begin formulating national action plans on implementing secure communication 
initiatives within their organisations. 

 
12. The SAMSN is seriously concerned on the growing concentration of media ownership 

in the region, and increasing corporate and state control and influence on media 
contents. It urges the media owners to re-evaluate the practices in their media under 
the light of established principles of journalism and social responsibility model; and 
demands governments to ensure increased participation of journalist unions in 
policymaking process and regulatory bodies. 

 
13. The SAMSN commits itself to continue to monitor media rights violations and 

progress in investigation and prosecutions for these and advocate on journalist rights 
in South Asia.  
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