Several facts of press banned from entry at polling stations at 2nd round of presidential election
 
Today, the day of 2nd round of presidential election, numerous incidents involving the journalists who were banned from entry to the polling stations occurred all through the Ukraine. Namely, at three polling stations the journalists were not authorized to attend the voting process. The same incidents happened today in Donetsk, Kyiv, Lviv regions. "The problem is it happens the heads of electoral commission are persons who are unaware of their duties and as a result such rows happen and obstruct the whole election process", as Maria Nikolaishyn from Drogobych Committee of Voters of Ukraine told. The head of Committee of voters of Ukraine Oleksander Chernenko explained this situation by aggravation of political struggle between two contenders at second round of election. Mr Chernenko added election campaign technologies at the 2nd round were much more dirty than at the first round of presidential race. 
 
 
In Kyiv the head of divisional election commission prohibited entry to a journalist. At electoral constituency # 45 (Kyiv electoral district #218 (Obolon area) the head of divisional commission Hanna Shevchuk denied the journalists for "Tochka opory" (newspaper of Committee of electors of Ukraine) and "Vechirniy Kyiv" daily entry to the polling station. Shevchuk demanded the journalists to present an authorization signed by a lawyer of district election commission as the journalist Dmytro Gnap informed at his blog at Ukrayinska Pravda online edition. 
 
Another violation was revealed at this polling station: voting by a group of electors and one of ballot-boxes was hidden beyond the field of vision of observers, journalists and voters.
 
To remind, according to the law on Presidential election, part 9, article 28, the mass media representatives (not more than two representatives from one mass media outlet) have right to attend sessions of election commission, or counting of votes and fixing of results of vote the day of vote or the day of re-voting without any authorization, neither invitation of this commission.
 
In Rivne region the head of election commission banned the press from entry. The observers from Julia Tymoshenko have revealed a fact of violation at one of polling stations in Sarny (region of Rivne), as to Rivne Vechirne daily. "The head of commission from Victor Yanukovich did not allow some journalists to get in the polling station". She explained it saying the journalists failed to produce the assignment letters from their editorial offices, as to Volodymyr Popyk, representative of the regional HQ of Tymoshenko.
 
In the region of Donetsk the journalists for "Tochka zoru" newspaper (of Committee of voters of Ukraine) were banned from entry to the polling stations #41 and 42, as to Donetsk CVU branch office. The head of commission said he did not recognize their press IDs and compelled them to go out using rude expressions.
 
At another polling station, ditrict election commission #56, divisional election commission #8, the journalist for "Tochka oporu" newspaper was not allowed to get in. Only after having appealed to the police, the journalist could get in.
 
In region of Chernivtsy they observed several incidents where the journalists were not allowed to get in the polling stations, as to news centre "Presidential election 2010. Civic control against riggings".  Today, in the morning, the members of Divisional election commission of Chernivsty (west of Ukraine) banned from entry to the polling station # 90 an observer and journalist for newspaper "Toloka" (of Ukrainian people house, NGO). 
 
At the polling station #49 in Chernivtsy and at the polling station #143 in Sokyryane the members of divisional election commission banned the entry to the journalists of the newspaper "Svoboda slova" who had all necessarily documents (ID with photo, assignment letter from the editorial office).
 
In Odessa region the members of a district polling station members tried to seize journalists' IDs. The members of divisional election commission in Odessa region tried seizing the journalists' ID working for newspapers "Izborcom" and "Tochka Zoru" (of Committee of electors of Ukraine), as "Ekho" newspaper. The incident happened  at the #137 (constituency #141) in village Chornomosrske.  Similar incident occurred at the district polling station #136 at the same village. 
 
As well, ByUT claims hacker attacking their web site. The web site of ByUT has been blocked due to hackers' attacks, as to the information placed at the ByUT official web site. 
 
"This web site has been blocked due to hacker attacks. This is not an accident, as last days we were publishing the news about our opponents' projects to rig results of the second round of presidential election, and today we did on facts of mass violations", as to Oleksander Sochko, head of press-cutting service of ByUT. Now, the technical services try to make the web site resume it work.
 
Another sort of manipulation took place in Kyiv. Some persons with press cards defends Yanukovich's interests at polling stations in Kyiv, as to ByUT.  Several employees of municipal services in Kyiv were given IDs of municipal mass media in order "to defend the interests of Yanukovich" at polling stations in Kyiv, as  to press-cutting service of Julia Tymoshenko's bloc in Kyiv municipal council. 
 
"Some employees of public utility services in Kyiv were given IDs of correspondents for municipal mass media outlets to "represent interests" of the presidential contender Yanukovich", the statement of ByUT informed. "As per those pseudo-journalists, they are at polling stations in order to control "the interests of Yanukovich not to be neglected". 
 
"At some district polling stations in Kyiv the observers from ByUT paid attention to the fact the persons who had press cards of Vechirniy Kyiv daily were not journalists, but the employees of municipal utility services of other than journalism profile activity", as they said at ByUT. As to ByUT, these press IDs should be brought back in some days within this week. 
 
In town of Borislav (Lviv region) the journalist for the newspaper "Gart" was denied in getting public information at the polling station #117. She needed data on number of voters listed in voter's list at this polling station and some other information which was open one, as to ZIK news agency. 
 
The row was resolved only after the journalist appealed to the coordinator of observers from Drogobych branch office of Committee of voters of Ukraine. 
 
On 6 February at night, the secretary of district election commission from ByUT was found dead in Horodenkivskiy district of Ivano-Frankivsk region yesterday, by night, as Oleksander Turchinov, head of Tymoshenko's HQ.  "The secretary of election commission #26 of territorial constituency #85 remained at polling station the evening before the polling day. The ballot-papers have disappeared out of the safe and probably now they are somewhere beyond the polling station", said Turchinov. 
 
Vasyl Gultaychuk, head of PR department at the central directorate of the Ministry of the interior of the Ivano-Frankivskiy ergion, confirmed the fact of death of 60-years old secretary of commission, but added this death was not linked to the election process. "However, this death has nothing in common with election process", Gultaychuk said. The polling station started working at 8:00 a.m. The police is probing the case.
One should add, on the eve of the 2nd round, the journalist for Georgian TV Imedi was detained at the border, at the airport of Kyiv. Ukraine has denied entry to its territory for Georgian journalist working for Imedi TV Zurab Khvistani, as to Interfax news agency. 
"He was not detained, he was denied entry to Ukraine due to prohibiting decree issued by one of law enforcement body valid until July 31, 2010", as the press officer of State border guard service of Ukraine stated. The journalist from Georgia arrived this Friday at 9:50 a.m. by flight Tbilisi-Kyiv. 

