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3 May 2012

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

Bina Graha, Jalan Veteran 17

Jakarta Pusat

Indonesia

Dear President Yudhoyono,

We herein announce that the community of journalists across the globe will celebrate World Press Freedom Day on 3 May 2012. We express our concerns over the ongoing practice of impunity as concerns journalists' killers in Indonesia. 
As of 1996, AJI Indonesia has documented down at least eight killings of journalists that have yet to be completely investigated. In addition, the perpetrators have yet to be brought to justice:
1. Fuad Muhammad Syarifudin alias Udin, a journalist for Bernas daily, Yogyakarta, was attacked by unidentified people on 13 August 1996 and died on 16 August 1996. Police named Dwi Sumadji as the suspect. In fact, Udin's family believed that Sumadji was not the perpetrator of the killing. The Bantul District Court pronounced Udin not guilty and released the suspect. However, up until today, the police have yet to name another suspect. 
2. Naimullah, a journalist for Sinar Pagi daily, was found dead on 25 July 1997, in his car at a parking lot by Penimbungan Beach, West Kalimantan. He had been stabbed in the neck. Police have not located the perpetrators.
3. Agus Mulyawan, a journalist for Asia Press, was shot to death on 25 September 1999 in East Timor as he was in a car and headed to Baobao from Wom Harbor, Los Palos, East Timor. The attack killed two nuns, three seminarians, two girls, and Agus Mulyawan. 

4. Muhammad Jamaluddin, a video journalist for TV station TVRI, who was stationed in Aceh, had gone missing as of 20 May 2003 before he was found dead floating in a river in Lamnyong on 17 June 2003. His hands were tied and there were wounds all over his body. Police have not found the killers yet.
5. Ersa Siregar, a journalist for TV station RCTI, died from a bullet wound on 29 December 2003 in Nangroe Aceh Darussalam. Ersa died during gunshots involving the Free Aceh Movement force and Indonesian Military personnel in Alue Matang Aron Village, Simpang Ulim Subdistrict, East Aceh Regency. Chief of Staff of the Indonesian Army, Gen. Ryamizard Ryacudu, admitted that the bullet which killed Ersa Siregar belonged to the Indonesian Military. Nonetheless, the perpetrator has never been brought to justice. 
6. Herliyanto, a freelance journalist for Delta Pos tabloid, Sidoarjo, East Java, was found dead in a teak forest near Tarokan Village, Banyuanyar, Probolinggo, East Java, on 29 April 2006. Police arrested three men, who were then named suspects. The Kraksaan District Court, in Probolinggo, released the three suspects. Police have yet to identify any suspect in the case.
7. Adriansyah Matra’is Wibisono, a journalist for a local TV station in Merauke, Papua, was found dead in Gudang Arang, Maro River, Merauke, on 29 July 2010. The release put out by the Indonesian Police stated that the victim was still alive when thrown into the river. The Merauke Police did not probe into the case or seek the perpetrator of killing. 
8. Alfred Mirulewan, a journalist for Pelangi tabloid, was found dead on 18 December 2010, in Southwest Moluccas Regency. Four men were named suspects and were found guilty by the court. However, the National Commission of Human Rights received a complaint that the naming of the suspects was a setup. The real perpetrators have yet to be apprehended and brought before the court.
The reigning impunity offers protection to the killers of eight journalists; this has mutilated the public’s confidence in the Indonesian Police, the Indonesian Military, and law enforcement in Indonesia. It is strongly believed that the culture of impunity has been widespread among police in that the suspension of investigations into cases of both killed and missing journalists is inevitable. The following are the examples:
1. Elyudin Telaumbanua, a journalist for Berita Sore, has been missing since 24 August 2005 in North Sumatra. Elyudin disappeared during the coverage of local elections in Nias. Police gave up the case.
2. Muhammad Syaifullah, a journalist for Kompas daily, was found dead on 26 July 2010 in Balikpapan. Syaifullah mostly covered sensitive issues such as the effects of coal mining in South and East Kalimantan. Prior to receiving the autopsy report of Syaifullah, police had declared that Syaifullah died from high blood pressure. Police did not publish the autopsy report and suspended the case.
The practice of impunity against killers of journalists give way to more violent acts against journalists in the nation. Not only calling off the legal processes toward the perpetrators of abuses, most police officers indeed turn actors of violent acts against journalists. Between 1 May 2011 and 30 April 2012, 43 and five cases of abuses had been committed by the police. 
We urge the Indonesian President to pay special attention to the 10 abovementioned cases of killings and disappearance of journalists. The Indonesian government ought to end the practice of impunity vis a vis journalists' killers by reinvestigating the case of the Bernas daily's journalist, Fuad Muhammad Syarifuddin, alias Udin. The investigation has to be completed before the case is due on 16 August 2014. 
Sincerely, 

(sender)

(organization)

cc:
1. Chief of Indonesian Police 
2. Indonesian Military Commander 
3. Commission III of the House of Representatives (DPR)
4. National Commission of Human Rights 
5. Alliance of Independent Journalists.
