MADA’s Monthly media freedoms Violations in oPt Report – MARCH 2011: 

Numerous violations against press freedoms in Gaza with the marked targeting of women journalists 

. 

During March 2011 Palestinian journalists have suffered numerous attacks whilst covering various events, most notably during the non-violent demonstrations demanding an end to the division between Fatah and Hamas and the marches commemorating Land Day in the Gaza Strip. Additional violations have been monitored throughout the West Bank with journalists attacked, detained and arrested by the IOF in Hebron and Jerusalem. MADA has also noted a disturbing intensification in the targeting of women journalists in Gaza Strip.   
Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) violations: 

Each month MADA monitors various violations against journalists in the West Bank and Jerusalem. Of these reported incidences, IOF perpetrated violations against journalists persistently remain the most frequent and dangerous in the region. 
WAFA news agency correspondent Thaer Fakousa was beaten by IOF soldiers while covering the weekly Beit Omar march in Hebron city on Saturday 5 March 2011. Another WAFA correspondent, Juaid Altamimi, was detained by IOF forces while reporting from the old city of Hebron and held in custody for 4 days. 

Journalists were prevented from covering the clashes that erupted between Israeli Border Police and Palestinian civilians in the Silwan -Jerusalem following Friday prayer on 11 March 2011. Al-Quds newspaper photographer Mahmoud A’lian said: “the IOF banned all journalists from covering the clashes, there were about 21 journalists when soldiers began pushing us and preventing us from reaching events; they also beat Palestine Public TV cameraman Nader Baybres.” 

Israeli Border Police detained a group of journalists following their participation in a sit-in in the Mount of Olives area in Jerusalem protesting the killing of Al-Jazeera cameraman Ali Hassan Al-Jaber in Libya. In a statement to MADA, Pal Media cameraman Ashraf Shobki said that he was with a group of journalists - Pal Media cameraman Hamza Naaji, Quds Net correspondent Diala Jwehan, Palestine Public TV cameraman Nader Baybres, and photographer Ahmad Jalajel when - when members of the Israeli border guard unit stopped, ridiculed, detained, and threatened to arrest them. Ahmad Jalajel was then held in custody for 3 and half hours.  
The freelance photographer Mahfouz Abu Turk was also attacked by the IOF whilst covering clashes between the IOF and Palestinians in Silwan on 25 March 2011. Abu Turk required treatment at Almaqased hospital after a gas projectile thrown by IOF solders struck his left eye causing abrasions and burns. 
Hamas Security Service Violations, Gaza: 

Gaza based journalists were subjected to numerous violations during their coverage of marches protesting internal political divisions by Hamas security services, including raids on various media outlet offices. 

Attacks against journalists began in the middle of March 2011 following the launch of the “15 March Youth” campaign calling for an end to the Fatah-Hamas divide. Internal security service and police personnel attacked a group of journalist in order to prevent them from covering a youth sit-in held in Alkatebah Square, Gaza City, among them: Al-Ayyam newspaper columnist Akram Attallah, Sawt Alwatan radio correspondent Ahmad Hathat, Agence France Presse (AFP) photographer Muhamad Albaba, Sawt Alsha’b radio presenter Sameh Ramadan, the columnist and journalist Asma’Alghoul and Sawt Alwatan radio presenter Mahmoud Abu Taha. In addition to these attacks the CNN and Jaban TV offices were raided. 
Despite the promises of the Hamas Minister of Interior Mr. Fathi Hamad to halt all attacks against journalists, groups of journalists were subjected attacks on 19 March 2011. Security service personnel attacked Alwatan Voice radio correspondent Nasr Abu Alfoul, AP photographer Khalid Al’shkar, Alhayat Aljadedah newspaper correspondent Nufouth Al-Bakri, and freelance journalists Manal Nawajha; in addition to a raid of the Routers and Maiaden media offices, journalists were also prevented from covering a march proceeding from Al’azhar University. 

Attacks continued through the following week with an assault on Quds Radio correspondent Mohammed Abdel Nabi in Kamal Adwan Hospital, on the morning of Sunday 27 March. Police officers detained Nabi for over an hour in a room of the hospital where he had been making a report when the attack occurred. 
According to his statement, Abdul Nabi went to the Kamal Adwan hospital to cover the injuries following an attack on Jabaliya City, northern Gaza, by the Israeli Occupation Forces. While he was there, it was discovered that one of the injured had been mistakenly pronounced dead and taken to the morgue where he was left for half an hour. Upon discovery that the patient was still alive his family began to scream and protest against the medical neglect. Abdul Nabi reported the story, titled "the living martyr", live on Quds Radio including the testimony of the patient’s cousin who had witnessed the mistake. 

On 30 March 2011 a group of journalists were attacked while covering a march commemorating Palestinian Land Day in Gaza. WAFA news agency correspondent Wajeh Al-Najar told MADA that the police of the Hamas government attacked and dispersed the people in Aljundi Almajhoul Square on the pretext that the march was not licensed by government officials. Al-Najar was detained for 7 hours then released after signing a pledge that he will not cover any “unlicensed” march. 

PA Security Service Violations, West Bank: 

Violations against journalists continued throughout the West Bank during March 2011, with reports including calls for investigation and the postponement of three trails. 
The Hebron Magistrate's Court Judge issued a decision on Sunday 6 March 2011 to postpone Al-Titi’s twentieth trial until 4 April 2011, at the appeal of the prosecution who have requested another week to gather new evidence. 
Al-Titi’s ordeal began at the Hebron Magistrate's Court on 4 November 2008 following his arrest on charges of sedition in relation to his work with Hamas owned Al-Aqsa TV. The Court of Appeals in Hebron had previously affirmed his innocence in a decision taken by the Magistrate's Court on 24 April 2009; the prosecution however repealed the decision. 
Al-Titi released a statement to MADA concerning the repeated postponement of his trail: “For more than 2 and a half years I have been going to the court, facing a new judge every 3 or 4 trails. The court has still not taken a decision on my case despite the fact I was previously found innocent of the same charges. The prosecution’s constant stalling is threatening my career. I ask the court to expedite the determination of this case in accordance with the overwhelming evidence of my innocence and the inability of the prosecution to present its case so I can move forward in my career.” 

The Bethlehem Magistrates Court issued a decision to postpone the trial of Quds TV correspondent Mahmoud Hamamreh until 3 May 2011. It appears the postponement was the result of an absent witness. After the court ruling, MADA center’s Legal Unit lawyer Sana Aranki met with the prosecutor and requested he exercised care in summoning the witness in order to bring about a speedy end to the trial. Aranki also spoke with the prosecutor about Hamamrah’s personal computer that had been previously confiscated. MADA’s lawyer was assured that the laptop would be available the following day and Hamamrah was able to collect it. 

A Nablus city court issued the decision to postpone the verdict in the case of co;monist Issam Shawar accused of "undermining national unity and disturbing the peace of the nation". The verdict, due on 29 March 2011, will now be decided on 19 May 2011. Shawar said that his charge and arrest were based upon four articles he had written about the political situation, but maintains that they expressed his own personal views only. Shawar was arrested and detained from 16 January 2011 until 13 February 2011 when the court date was decided and he was released on bail set at five thousand Jordanian dinars. 

The Palestinian intelligence service summoned journalist Osaid Amarneh for investigation at their headquarters in Bethlehem on Sunday 13 March 2011. Amarneh went to their offices as requested and was questioned by security officers regarding a film he had made about the Tana area of Nablus, officers additionally requested that he submit all photographic material from the report. Osaid added: "I brought the film, but they asked me to come again next Sunday. I went to their headquarters on the 20th and 27th of March and on 3rd of April, but they kept postponing the date, and now I have received another call summoning me to their headquarters on Sunday 10 April 2011." 

In Qalqilya, Preventative Security personnel summoned freelance journalist Mustafa Sabri for investigation on 6 March 2011. Sabri said that he received the summons and went to the Preventative Security headquarters in Qalqilya, where he was detained from 5 til 10 pm. Sabri said: "they asked me about reconciliation, my current work, the articles I write and where I publish them, it was a friendly talk but the length of the detention and questioning was unacceptable and disruptive." 
Palestinian Public Investigation Unit personnel assaulted the freelance journalist Peter Beigin while covering a youth sit-in protest demanding an end to internal Palestinian division in Al-Manara Square, Ramallah, on 19 March 2011. Beigin said that individuals belonging to the security unit took him along with two protestors to a nearby police station where they attacked him. Following the beating officers handed Beigin to the police, however he was not taken into custody. He added: “I stayed at the police station for about half an hour then I went to the hospital for a medical report in order to file a complaint, which I did, but so far I haven’t receive any response.” 
Conclusion and recommendations: 

The Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms (MADA) strongly condemns the attacks and practices against journalists and media outlets, and the continued threats issued against them by security services in the Gaza Strip. 
MADA demands that the Hamas government respects the right to freedom of opinion and expression and ends its policy of intimidation and harassment of journalists, in addition to publicly disclosing the findings of the investigation committee into the agencies and persons responsible for these attacks. 

MADA calls upon the international community to apply a serious and effective pressure on occupation authorities to cease all violations against journalists and hold accountable those responsible. 

MADA condemns the attack of journalist Peter Beigin in Ramallah and stresses the need for the concerned authorities to take action based on the complaint, and demands that security services stop harassing reporters with ongoing summons and repeated postponements for investigation. MADA additionally requests all judicial bodies within the West Bank to expedite the determination of cases of journalists and Mamdouh Hamamrah , Alaa Al-Titi, and the columnist Issam Shawar in respect of their right to due process. 

  

Violations by date: 
  

(5/3) The Israeli occupation forces attacked WAFA news agency correspondent Tha’er Fakousa while covering the weekly Beit Omar march in Hebron city on Saturday 5 March 2011. Fakousa said that he went to cover the march’s events, during that one of the soldiers approached and beat him severely, causing him bruises all over his body, after that the IOF threw bomb gas near him. So he lost his consciousness, and wan taken to the hospital for treatment. Fakousa’s camera also was broken. 
(5/3) The Israeli occupation forces detained WAFA correspondent, Juaid Altamimi, while reporting from the old city of Hebron and held in custody for 4 days. The accident took place on Saturday 5 March 2011. Altamini said that he went to the old city to make a report. During that the IOF stooped him, so he showed them his journalist and identity cards, despite that they detained him for 4 hours in a cold weather. 
(6/3) The Hebron Magistrate's Court Judge issued a decision on Sunday 6 March 2011, to postpone Ala’ Al-Titi’s twentieth trial until 4 April 2011, at the appeal of the prosecution who have requested another week to gather new evidence. Al-Titi’s ordeal began at the Hebron Magistrate's Court on 4 November 2008 following his arrest on charges of sedition in relation to his work with Hamas owned Al-Aqsa TV. The Court of Appeals in Hebron had previously affirmed his innocence in a decision taken by the Magistrate's Court on 24 April 2009; the prosecution however repealed the decision. Al-Titi released a statement to MADA concerning the repeated postponement of his trail: “For more than 2 and a half years I have been going to the court, facing a new judge every 3 or 4 trails. The court has still not taken a decision on my case despite the fact I was previously found innocent of the same charges. The prosecution’s constant stalling is threatening my career. I ask the court to expedite the determination of this case in accordance with the overwhelming evidence of my innocence and the inability of the prosecution to present its case so I can move forward in my career.” 

(6/3) The Preventative Security personnel summoned freelance journalist Mustafa Sabri for investigation on 6 March 2011 in Qalqilia city in the West Bank. Sabri said that he received the summon and went to the Preventative Security headquarters in Qalqilya, where he was detained from 5 til 10 pm. Sabri said: "they asked me about reconciliation, my current work, the articles I write and where I publish them. It was a friendly talk but the length of the detention and questioning was unacceptable and disruptive." 
(11/3) The Israeli occupation forces prevented Journalists from covering the clashes that erupted between Israeli Border Police and Palestinian civilians in the Silwan -Jerusalem following Friday prayer on 11 March 2011. Al-Quds newspaper photographer Mahmoud A’lian said: “the IOF banned all journalists from covering the clashes, there were about 21 journalists when soldiers began pushing us and preventing us from reaching events; they also beat Palestine Public TV cameraman Nader Baybres.” 

(13/3) The Palestinian intelligence service summoned journalist Osaid Amarneh for investigation at their headquarters in Bethlehem on Sunday 13 March 2011. Amarneh went to their offices as requested and was questioned by security officers regarding a TVreport  he had made about the Qana area of Nablus, officers additionally requested that he submit all photographic material from the report. Osaid added: "I brought the report, but they asked me to come again next Sunday. I went to their headquarters on the 20th and 27th of March and on 3rd of April, but they kept postponing the date, and now I have received another call summoning me to their headquarters on Sunday 10 April 2011." 

(15/3) Policemen and members of the internal security forces attacked journalists covering a youth sit-in on 15 March 2011 in the Alkatebah yard, Gaza city. Protestors were demanding an end to the current internal political divisions between Fatah and Hamas. 

MADA’s legal unit consultant Karem Nashwan took statements from the group of attacked journalists - Al-Ayyam newspaper columnist Akram Attallah, Sawt Alwatan radio correspondent Ahmad Hithit, Agence France Presse photographer Muhamad Albaba, Sawt Elsha’b radio presenter and correspondent Sameh Ramadan and Sawt Alwatan presenter Mahmud Abu Taha. 

In his statement, Akram Attallah said that he went to the Alkatebah yard to cover the sit-in, during which time he was approached by internal security personnel told to leave the area. He informed them that he is a journalists and wanted to continue covering, to which security personnel responded by beating him severely, leaving him with a broken hand and numerous bruises, requiring him to seek treatment at Al-Quds hospital. 

Ahmad Hathat said that on his way to Alkatebah yard about 7:00 pm he was stopped by a group of policemen and internal security forces and prevented from entering the yard. Upon informing them that he is a journalist an officer began shoving him and threatened to arrest him if he didn’t leave the area. 
Muhamad Albaba said: “While I was going to cover the sit-in, I was attacked by an internal security member, he hit my camera which swung up and hit my hands and face, causing bruises; then he threatened to arrest me and confiscate my camera if I didn’t leave the area immediately, so I left”. 

  

Sameh Ramadan said that he was covering events from the journalist’s tent in Alkatebah yard, when internal security forces began beating and cursing him. Witnesses tried to halt the attack and told the security officers that Ramadan is a journalist; they however continued to beat him and damaged his camera. 

  

  

The journalist Mahmud Abu Taha was also beaten whilst attempting to cover events: “I was standing beside the journalist’s tent when I witnessed the beating of the Russian TV cameraman; I tried to help him and intervened, so they then began beating me with batons and sticks despite being fully aware that I am a journalist”. 

Asma’ Alghoul said that she was near Alkatebah yard, during that one of the internal security service said: “ Asma’ is here”, so they come and beat her in the street, then they took her to their headquarter. Alghoul added: “they threatened me not to write anything related to the policy in my blog or facebook, they also didn’t allow me to call anybody.  I was release at 11:00 PM, and one of them told me: go out of the country, it’s not yours”. 
CNN correspondent Tala abu Rahmi said:  “ members of public investigation unit raided the office in Gaza city nervously where the workers in the office were horrified, they searched the office and asked about my office where it was switched off and tried to confiscate cameras, but the workers prevented them so they just took the tape. Then they leave our office and went to the Jabanese TV office”. 
The Director of the Japanese television Bisan Abdel Salam Shehadeh said that 4 people of public investigation unit raided the office in Gaza city, and tried to confiscate cameras, computers and mobile phones, but she prevented them from that, so they confiscated the tape. Shehadeh added: "Our office overlooks the arena of the Aljundi Almajhoul yard, so we were filming from the building, during that we saw some people waving at us, after 5 minutes they raided the office, where they entered in an inappropriate manner and they spoke rudely, and after an argument lasted about half an hour, they just confiscation  the tape". 
(16/3) A group of journalists were detained by members of the Israeli occupation border guard unit following their participation in a sit- in in the Mount of Olives area in Jerusalem, protesting the killing of Al-Jazeera cameraman, Ali Hassan Al-Jaber. The accident took place on 16 March 2011. In a statement to MADA, Pal Media cameraman Ashraf Shobaki said that he was with a group of journalists - Pal Media cameraman Hamza Naaji, Quds Net correspondent Diala Jwehan, Palestine Public TV cameraman Nader Baybres, and photographer Ahmad Jalajel - when members of the Israeli border guard unit stopped, ridiculed, detained, and threatened to arrest them. Jwehan added: “after that they called a police car and took us to the police headquarter on Salah Al-deen street. They detained our colleague Ahmad Jalajel after his involvement in a verbal argument with one of the border guards. They released him after 3 and half hours”. 

(19/3) The Hamas police government attacked Alwatan Voice local radio correspondent Nasr Abu Alfoul on Saturday 2011, whilst covering youth activities in Aljundi Almajhoul yard in Gaza city : "While I was covering events from the yard I was approached by three members of the police that wanted to arrest me, I told them that I was live on air, but they didn’t listen and took me by force to a room near the yard where they accused me of providing [Ramallah] with information. I denied the accusation so they beat me severely with sticks and batons; then after two hours they released me after coercing me into signing a pledge of commitment to public order." 

(19/3) Palestinian women journalists were also harassed by security services on Saturday 19 March 2011, including beatings and verbal abuse. Alhayat Aljadedah newspaper correspondent Nufouth Al-Bakri said that members of Internal Security followed her while she was covering the events in Aljundi Almajhoul yard in Gaza city, where they tried to force her to leave the area and attempted to confiscate her camera. Al-Bakri added: "They were focusing their attacks on the women journalists and women demonstrators yesterday, and they tried to force all of the journalists from the region, they were pushing and cursing us using obscene language”. 

(19/3) Ten people belonging to security services of the Hamas government raided the headquarters of Reuters news agency in Gaza city, where they physically abused and pointed handguns in the faces of journalists present in the offices: Abed Rabbo Shana, Mohamed Sobhi Abdel-Rahman and Mohamed Jadallah. Shana said that security personnel prevented all journalists from covering a march proceeding from Alázhar University,and they attacked the AP photographer Khalid Al’shkar and tried to arrest him, but we prevented them. When they saw our crew filming, they raided the office without justification, beat journalists with batons, and then pointed guns in their faces while the beatings continued. Shana, added: "In addition to that, they confiscated a camera and broke some of the equipment, the camera was returned after two hours." 

(19/3) policemen of Hamas government raided Mayaden company for media in Gaza city, and beat all the journalists in the office. The director of the company Ramez Alghoul said that they tried to confiscate the camera but the journalists prevented them, so they took the tape. Alghoul added: “they beat us severely, and cursed us, journalist Munther Alshurafi went to the hospital after beating him on his head severely”. 
(19/3) Palestinian Public Investigation Unit personnel assaulted the freelance journalist Peter Beigin while covering a youth sit-in protest demanding an end to internal Palestinian division in Al-Manara Square, Ramallah city, on 19 March 2011. Beigin said that individuals belonging to the security unit took him along with two protestors to a nearby police station where they attacked him. Following the beating officers handed Beigin to the police, however he was not taken into custody. He added: “I stayed at the police station for about half an hour then I went to the hospital for a medical report in order to file a complaint, which I did, but so far I haven’t receive any response.” 
(22/3) The Bethlehem Magistrates Court issued a decision to postpone the trial of Quds TV correspondent Mahmoud Hamamreh until 3 May 2011. It appears the postponement was the result of an absent witness. After the court ruling, MADA center’s Legal Unit lawyer Sana Aranki met with the prosecutor and requested he exercised care in summoning the witness in order to bring about a speedy end to the trial. Aranki also spoke with the prosecutor about Hamamrah’s personal computer that had been previously confiscated. MADA’s lawyer was assured that the laptop would be available the following day, and Hamamrah went and took it. 

(25/3) The freelance photographer Mahfouz Abu Turk was attacked by the Israeli occupation forces whilst covering clashes between the IOF and Palestinians in Silwan on 25 March 2011. Abu Turk required treatment at Almaqased hospital after a gas projectile thrown by IOF solders struck his left eye causing abrasions and burns. 
(27/3) Police officers of the Hamas government assaulted Quds Radio correspondent Mohammed Abdel Nabi in Kamal Adwan Hospital, Gaza Strip, on the morning of Sunday 27 March. Police officers had been detaining Nabi for over an hour in a room of the hospital where he had been making a report when the attack occurred. 

According to his statement, Abdul Nabi went to the Kamal Adwan hospital to cover the injuries following an attack on Jabaliya City, northern Gaza, by the Israeli Occupation Forces. While he was there, it was discovered that one of the injured had been mistakenly pronounced dead and taken to the morgue where he was left for half an hour. Upon discovery that the patient was still alive his family began to scream and protest against the medical neglect. Abdul Nabi reported the story, titled "the living martyr", live on Quds Radio and included the testimony of the patient’s cousin who had witnessed the mistake. Upon completion of the broadcast Abdul Nabi was approached by six armed police personnel informing him that he was wanted by the Ministry of Health. Police then tried to arrest him, to which he protested, and was then taken by force to a private room in the hospital despite the intervention of numerous witnesses. 

Abdul Nabi added: "I was attacked and treated like a criminal, including verbal insults. A doctor from the hospital came to the room, demanding I withdraw the report on air, but I refused and said he should file a legal complaint. I was detained for more than an hour then released.” 

 (29/3) Nablus city court postponed the verdict in the case of journalist Issam Shawar accused of "undermining national unity and disturbing the peace of the nation". The verdict, due on 29 March 2011, will now be decided on 19 May 2011. Shawar said that his charge and arrest were based upon four articles he had written about the political situation, but maintains that they expressed his own personal views only. Shawar was arrested and detained from 16 January 2011 until 13 February 2011 when the court date was decided and he was released on bail set at five thousand Jordanian dinars (about $7,000). 

(30/3) group of journalists were attacked on Wednesday 30 March 2011, while they cover the “Land Day” march in Gaza. They are: The correspondent of WAFA agency Wajeh Al-Najar, The journalist Iyad Taha who’s working with Sawt Alwatan radio, Muhammad Alhasomi who’s working with Alhuriyeh center for media, and the correspondent of Alhurra TV Wissam Yassin.   

Wajeh Al-Najar told MADA that the police of the Hamas government attacked and dispersed the people in Aljundi Almajhoul yard in Gaza city, in the pretext of not having a permit to the march. The police also detained him for 7 hours, and then they released him after signing a pledge not to cover any “unliscened” march. 

Wissam Yasin also was attacked by the police personnel, after her refusal to leave Aljundi Almajhoul area. One of the police men broke her mobile while she was covering a march started from Alazhar University to Palestine yard. 

The journalist Iyad Taha said that he was beaten with batons by a group of people in civilian and military clothes in Alsaraya area. One of them sprayed a strange thing on his face. Later he knew that this yellow powder influence on the nerves and affect the cognition. Taha lost his concentration and had difficulties in breathe, where his colleague Muhammad Alhasomi helped him and took him to the hospital. 

Alhasomi reported that he was in the march near Al-Quds Open University. Hamas security services attacked the protesters and the journalists, who were located to cover the march’s event, and beat them severely by batons. He added that they caused him bruises on his back, shoulder, and left hand.
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