The Palestinian Center for Development & Media Freedom (MADA)
MADA: 113 attacks on the freedom of the press in the first half of this year in oPt 
Ramallah - 18/07/2011: 
Attacks on journalists continue to hinder their work and endanger their lives. In the first 6 months of 2011 MADA has monitored 113 violations on press freedom in the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt), including 68 committed by the security services of the West Bank and Gaza and 45 committed by Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF).

Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) continue to defy international standards of human rights law by supressing the work of Palestinian journalists in addition to causing frequent bodily harm. Despite however the brutality of IOF attacks, for the first time in over three years Palestinian Security Service attacks have surpassed their numbers.
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Analysis has shown that the increase in Palestinian Security Service violations is proportionate to the increased number of youth rallies, demanding an end to the internal Palestinian political divisions, and their coverage by journalists, which began and have continued since 15 March 2011. 30 violations committed by Palestinian Security Services against journalists were committed in March alone, with the majority occurring in the Gaza Strip.

The Murder of Vittorio Arrigoni - A Crime that Shocked the Palestinian Community
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The most serious and heinous violation of the past year came with the brutal murder of freelance Italian journalist and activist Vittorio Arrigoni by an armed militant group in the Gaza Strip. 
"The body of Arrigoni was found on the morning of Friday 16/4/2011, in an abandoned house north of the Gaza Strip. The armed group had announced kidnapping him the day before his death, and demanded in a video the release of detainees from the" Salafist jihadi group "of the security services of the Hamas Government in two days, but they had to kill him before the end of the announcement deadline."
Despite the passing of more than three months the circumstances and motive of the crime are still unknown. The Hamas government of Gaza has not released the official report of its investigation following a raid that ended with the suspect Abdel-Rahman Mohammad Breizat throwing grenades at his two accomplices before turning a gun on himself.  
Arrigoni - who was granted Palestinian citizenship in honour of his solidarity activities - was one of the most active individuals in the Palestinian solidarity movement. Arrigoni lived in Gaza and aided its people for 3 years before his death and through his writings and participation in numerous international solidarity and advocacy events shed light on the suffering of the Palestinian people as a result of the Israeli siege and blockade. Arrigoni was a loved member of both the solidarity and Palestinian communities with which he was unwaveringly involved.
Israeli forces committed serious violations against journalists


Despite the increased number of violations committed by Palestinian Security Services since the beginning of the year, Israeli occupation forces remain a real threat to the lives of journalists. Since January 2011, MADA has monitored a total of 49 incidences of physical attacks against journalists, including 24 IOF perpetrated attacks and 25 committed by the security services of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Below is a summary of the most brutal attacks monitored since the start of the year:
· Pal Media and German television photographer Abdul Ghani Natshe was severely injured after being struck on the hand by a rubber coated bullet then targeted with tear gas projectiles fired by Israeli forces while he was covering the weekly march in Hebron, on 25/02/2011. The injuries sustained by Natshe necessitated immediate evacuation from the scene and emergency medical treatment.

· WAFA news agency correspondent Tha’er Fakousa was beaten by IOF soldiers while covering the weekly Beit Omar march in Hebron city on Saturday 5 March 2011. The beating caused contusions and also caused his camera to break, Fakousa then required hospitalization after he lost consciousness when soldiers fired tear gas projectiles at him.
· Freelance photographer Mahfouz Abu Turk was attacked by the IOF whilst covering clashes between the IOF and Palestinians in Silwan on 25 March 2011. Abu Turk required treatment at Almaqased hospital after a gas projectile thrown by IOF solders struck his left eye causing abrasions and burns. 

· al-Bayader al-Siyas magazine correspondent Muhammad al-Madhoun sustained severe head injuries following an Israeli military strike in the Gaza Strip. In a statement to MADA, al-Madhoun said that on the night of the 7th he was in his cousin’s home when Israeli’s shelling began. Because of the severity of his head wounds al-Madhoun had to be taken for immediate treatment to Shifa’ Hospital where he underwent emergency surgery.
· Israeli Occupation Forces opened indiscriminate fire on the participants of a peaceful demonstration in commemoration of al-Nakba. Dozens of unarmed civilians suffered moderate to severe injuries, including freelance photographer Mohammad Othman (25 years). Othman was covering the March of Return, proceeding towards the Beit Hanoun crossing in northern Gaza Strip when Israeli Occupation Forces began firing live bullets at demonstrators. Osman was hit with live rounds to his chest and right hand and had to be evacuated to Kamal Adwan hospital for emergency treatment before being transferred to Shifa Hospital for surgery. Othman is currently suffering from paraplegia and is receiving physiotherapy in preparation for his transfer to a specialist medical center in Jordan. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has stated that the Palestinian National Authority will cover all the costs of his treatment.
· Israeli Occupation Forces attacked APA Agency photographer Najih Al-Hashlamoun while covering clashes between Israeli occupation forces and residents of the Shalalah neighbourhood in the city of Hebron. Al-Hashlamoun reported that he was filming Israeli soldiers firing tear gas at demonstrators from the gate of one of the houses, and was standing away from demonstrators when he was struck by a rubber-coated steel bullet, wounding his left foot. Al-Hashlamoun went to the Hebron public hospital, where staff found he was suffering from severe contusions and swelling.

Decline in the number of violations in the past three months

An improvement in freedom of expression has been seen in the last three months (April-June) in comparison with earlier in the year. This decline can be attributed in part to the signing of the Fatah-Hamas reconciliation agreement on 4 May 2011, which has allowed for the return of Palestine TV broadcast from the Gaza Strip, and and Al-Aqsa TV from Ramallah.
Despite this welcome improvement, more steps need to be taken to ensure the safety and respect of journalist’s rights in the occupied Palestinian territories. The journalists in region had previously paid a high price for the political division, where the number of violations increased dramatically and self-censorship was enhanced, that’s had very negative impact on the level of Palestinian media. 
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Conclusion and recommendations:

Freedom of opinion and expression is guaranteed under Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Palestinian basic law, however because of the political situation journalists still struggle to operate freely and safely within the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
Since the beginning of the year journalists have faced numerous incidences of harassment, humiliation and abuse while trying to perform their work by both Israeli occupation forces - who never miss an opportunity to suppress journalists and prevent them from documenting current events and violations against the Palestinian people - and the Palestinian security forces in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The unrest and calls for unity which escalated in March caused a steep increase in the violations against journalists by Palestinian Security Services, particularly in the Gaza Strip, during that period. 
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The Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms (MADA) reiterates its condemnation of all violations committed against journalists regardless of type or perpetrator, and calls once again upon the international community to apply serious pressure on Israeli occupation authorities to end their aggression against journalists, which both limit their ability to perform their professional duty and cause a very real threat to their physical and psychological wellbeing. 
In regards to the Palestinian Authorities, MADA calls upon the security services of the West Bank and Gaza Strip to end their attacks against journalists, and in particular, end their campaigns of harassment through repeated summons for investigation. Since the beginning of this year 14 journalists have been interrogated. MADA additionally urges the Hamas government to fully disclose all of the evidence obtained regarding the murder of Vittorio Arrigoni so his family and friends may finally have closure on his tragic death and begin the process of healing. 

The Center also wishes to reiterate the necessity for those responsible for violations to be held accountable, and suitable mechanisms to be employed by which journalists can receive compensation and justice for the violations they suffer. 
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