Freedom of expression violations in Venezuela
(8 October 2011 to 9 February 2012)

The following table compares cases of violations of freedom of expression in Venezuela against the recommendations regarding freedom of expression formulated as part of the United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UPR). The Venezuelan government rejected the UPR recommendations and failed to comply with them in the cases outlined below.
	#
	Case
	Date
	Incident details
	Recommendations formulated during Venezuela UPR on 7 October 2011, which the government rejected and failed to comply with

	1
	Camera operator for state-owned television station assaulted while covering protest


	14  October 2011
	Héctor Rosales, a camera operator for the state-owned Venezolana de Televisión (VTV), was verbally assaulted and a microphone transmitter was seized from him while he was covering a demonstration by teachers who were demanding a pay raise near the Lara state government headquarters, in the Western part of the country.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	2
	Public Prosecutor's Office initiates legal action against editor of weekly and calls for him to be imprisoned 
	17 October 2011
	The Public Prosecutor's Office filed legal action against the editor of the weekly "Sexto Poder", Leocenis García, before the Ninth Control Tribunal and asked that he be held in detention, considering him to be a flight risk. The media outlet's administrative and commercial information were not allowed for submission as legal documents.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Modify existing legislation pertaining to the media in order to decriminalize "offense" (desacato), defamation and slander charges, in line with human rights standards.


	
	
	
	
	Norway: Modify the criminal and military codes, eliminating the crimes of "insult" and "vilification". 

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Abolish the practice of using the justice system to silence government critics, reinforce the independence of the judiciary by increasing institutional supports and material resources and put an end to provisional judicial appointments

	
	
	
	
	Germany: Re-evaluate legislation pertaining to the media and provisions that guarantee freedom of expression.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia:  Harmonise the legal framework regarding freedom of expression with internationally-recognised state obligations.

	3
	Multi-million dollar fine applied against the Globovisión television station, which could lead to the station's bankruptcy 
	18 October 2011
	The president of the National Telecommunications Commission (CONATEL), Pedro Maldonado, announced that a fine of 9.3 million bolivars (over US$2 million) would be applied against the privately-owned Globovisión chain of television stations for its coverage of riots that took place at the El Rodeo I and II prisons.   
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia:  Harmonise the legal framework regarding freedom of expression with internationally-recognised state obligations.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Modify existing legislation pertaining to the media in order to decriminalize "offense" (desacato), defamation and slander charges, in line with human rights standards.

	
	
	
	
	Germany: Re-evaluate legislation pertaining to media outlets and provisions that guarantee freedom of expression.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	4
	Individuals suspected to be public officials assault reporters from privately-owned television station
	19 October 2011
	Reporter Daniel Guillermo Colina and camera operator Luis Reaño, of the Globovisión television station, were assaulted by a group of individuals suspected to be public officials from the municipality of Plaza. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations. 

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	5
	Globovisión crew denied access to press conference
	19 October 2011
	Reporter Carlos Alberto Figueroa and camera operator Michael Montes were prevented by security staff at a hotel from entering a press conference convened by the CONATEL. 
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	6
	Television journalists assaulted while military personnel look on
	31 October 2011
	Daniel Guillermo Colina, a Globovisión reporter, along with his camera operator and assistant, were assaulted while they were covering a demonstration by patients and their families at a military hospital in the southwestern part of Caracas. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	7
	Equipment seized from five radio stations
	3 and 4 November 2011
	CONATEL authorities and National Guard personnel seized equipment from five radio stations located in the northwestern part of the country, two in the state of Falcón and three in Zulia state
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	8
	Journalist begins hunger strike
	9 November 2011
	The editor of the weekly "Sexto Poder", Leocenis García, who was imprisoned because his media outlet published a photomontage referring to six public officials, began a hunger strike in the jail where he was being held in Caracas.

	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Modify existing legislation pertaining to the media in order to decriminalize "offense" (desacato), defamation and slander charges, in line with human rights standards.

	
	
	
	
	Norway: Modify the criminal and military codes, eliminating the crimes of "insult" and "vilification". 

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Abolish the practice of using the justice system to silence government critics, reinforce the independence of the judiciary by increasing institutional supports and material resources and put an end to provisional judicial appointments

	
	
	
	
	Germany: Re-evaluate legislation pertaining to the media and provisions that guarantee freedom of expression.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia:  Harmonise the legal framework regarding freedom of expression with internationally-recognised state obligations.

	9
	Public official "vetoes" daily newspaper
	13 November 2011
	Franklin Pérez, president of the State Railways Institute (IFE), characterised the national daily "Últimas Noticias" as irresponsible and sensationalist and announced that it was being "vetoed" 
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	10
	Audio recording equipment seized from two journalists while covering political candidates' debate
	14 November 2011
	Audio equipment was seized from Hirleny Molina, a journalist for the privately-owned FM Center radio station, and Luis Araujo, of the state-owned Radio Nacional de Venezuela (RNV), when they were covering a debate between five opposition candidates. 
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	11
	Journalist transferred against his will
	16 November 2011
	Journalist and editor of the weekly "Sexto Poder" Leocenis García, who had been imprisoned at the headquarters of the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) since 30 August, was transferred against his will to the Caracas Military Hospital.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Modify existing legislation pertaining to the media in order to decriminalize "offense" (desacato), defamation and slander charges, in line with human rights standards.

	
	
	
	
	Norway: Modify the criminal and military codes, eliminating the crimes of "insult" and "vilification". 

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Abolish the practice of using the justice system to silence government critics, reinforce the independence of the judiciary by increasing institutional supports and material resources and put an end to provisional judicial appointments

	
	
	
	
	Germany: Re-evaluate legislation pertaining to the media and provisions that guarantee freedom of expression.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia:  Harmonise the legal framework regarding freedom of expression with internationally-recognised state obligations.

	12
	Equipment stolen from offices of the NGO Espacio Público
	17 November 2011
	Early in the morning, unidentified individuals stole office supplies and electronic equipment from the offices of the non-governmental organisation Espacio Público, located in central Caracas.

	Israel: Abolish the practice of using the justice system to silence government critics, reinforce the independence of the judiciary by increasing institutional supports and material resources and put an end to provisional judicial appointments

	13
	Journalist and cyberactivist receives threatening telephone calls
	20 November 2011
	A networking and communications coordinator for the Gumilla Centre, Luis Carlos Díaz, received several threats via his Twitter account and mobile phone in relation to his activities as a cyberactivist in Caracas. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	14
	Police personnel injure driver for newspaper
	23 November 2011
	Police officers in Monagas, in northeastern Venezuela, injured a driver for the daily "El Sol de Maturín", while he was accompanying a team of the newspaper's journalists in their coverage of a demonstration about security issues.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	15
	Equipment seized from four radio stations
	24 November 2011
	The CONATEL seized equipment from four radio stations in the northeastern state of Monagas, alleging that they did not have the necessary administrative licences.

	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	16
	Equipment stolen from offices of the NGO Espacio Público for second time
	25 November 2011
	The NGO Espacio Público was robbed for a second time in less than 15 days, with computers, monitors and other equipment stolen, some of which had been donated after the first theft.
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	17
	Globovisión television station crew denied access to presidential meeting
	28 November 2011
	Government officials prevented reporter Carolina Alcalde, camera operator Luis Lara and assistant Freddy Martínez, of the Globovisión television chain, from covering a meeting between Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez and his Colombian counterpart, Juan Manuel Santos. 
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	18
	Construction union members threaten journalists and encourage censorship in state of Barinas
	28 November 2011
	Two cases of censorship and threats against journalists perpetrated by members of a construction union in the state of Barinas, most of whom support the ruling United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV), came to light. José Luis Machín Machín, the host of a programme on the Radio Sensacional 94.7 FM radio station, received a threatening call from leaders of the construction union, in which he was told to stop interviewing individuals who were speaking out against the union. On the other hand, the directors and other personnel from the daily "Diario De Frente" received warnings telling them to stop publishing news about the union.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	19
	Press team for opposition political candidate assaulted
	30 November 2011
	Caracas police personnel assaulted journalist María Fernanda Soledad and photojournalist Jesús Urea, members of the press team for Caracas mayoral pre-candidate Antonio Ecarri.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	20
	Journalist's Twitter account hacked, announcement of death of newspaper editor displayed
	30 November  2011
	Suspected hackers attacked a Twitter account belonging to a journalist for the weekly "Quinto Día", Sebastiana Barráez, then displayed a message saying the editor of the daily "Tal Cual", Teodoro Petkoff, had died.

  
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	21
	Globovisión crew denied access to Presidential Palace
	1 December 2011
	A Globovisión television crew, headed by journalist Carolina Alcalde, was denied entry to the Miraflores Presidential Palace, where the crew had gone to cover a meeting between President Chávez and his Argentine counterpart, Cristina Fernández.


	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	22
	Venezuelan journalist's website hacked 
	1 December 2011
	The urru.org website belonging to journalist Iruña Urruticoechea was attacked by hackers, who uploaded an obscene image on the site's home page.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	23
	Intervention by 

Globovisión journalists  in legal proceedings declared inadmissible
	7 December 2011
	The First Court of the Caracas Administrative Disputes Tribunal declared inadmissible the intervention of 59 Globovisión television station journalists as deponents in legal proceedings to appeal a fine imposed on the station by the CONATEL's social responsibility director. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia:  Harmonise the legal framework regarding freedom of expression with internationally-recognised state obligations.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Modify existing legislation pertaining to the media in order to decriminalize "offense" (desacato), defamation and slander charges, in line with human rights standards.

	
	
	
	
	Germany: Re-evaluate legislation pertaining to media outlets and provisions that guarantee freedom of expression.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	24
	Three radio stations shut down, their equipment seized
	8 December 2011
	The CONATEL seized equipment from three radio stations in the state of Nueva Esparta, in eastern Venezuela. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	25
	Capital district government evaluates expropriation of building belonging to daily
	24 December 2011
	The head of the capital district government, Jackeline Farías, said that her office was evaluating the expropriation of a building belonging to the daily "El Nacional", located in the centre of Caracas. 
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	26
	Prison director verbally abuses journalist
	28 December 2011
	The director of the West-Central Region Penitentiary verbally abused journalist Edy Pérez Alvarado, a reporter for the dailies "La Prensa de Barquisimeto" and "El Impulso", while she was covering incidents taking place in the prison.
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	27
	Journalist receives threats for second time. 
	7 January 2012
	Gumilla Centre networking and communications coordinator Luis Carlos Díaz, received, once again, threats via his Twitter account and his mobile phone, connected to his social networking activities and comments he made about cyber attacks on several Venezuelan personalities in 2011.


	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	28
	Two sports journalists denied accreditation
	13 January 2012
	Journalist Walter Obregón, who works for the daily "La Noticia" and is a correspondent for the daily "El Universal", and Andrés Henríquez, a social communications student at the Bolivarian University of Venezuela and reporter for the daily "De Frente", reported that officials from the Zamora Football Club in Barinas, in the southwestern part of the country, denied them access for sports coverage.
 
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	29
	Globovisión crew denied access to swearing in of defence minister
	17 January 2012
	A Globovisión television station crew, comprised of reporter Sasha Ackerman and camera operator William López, were denied access to the swearing in ceremony of Defence Minister Henry Rangel Silva, in the Court of Honour at the Bolivarian Military University in the capital.
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	30
	Television station crew detained after covering oil spill
	19 January 2012
	Journalist Giselle Almarza and camera operator Dalí Gómez, correspondents for the Globovisión television station in eastern Venezuela, were detained for 40 minutes after having covered an oil spill in the agricultural area of the parish of La Pica, in Monagas state.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	31
	Television reporters' equipment and vehicle stolen
	21 January 2012
	A vehicle and equipment belonging to the Globovisión team of journalist Giselle Almarza and camera operator Dalí Gómez was stolen while the media personnel were covering a political event in Barcelona, the capital of the state of Anzoátegui.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	32
	Journalists' Twitter and e-mail accounts hacked after they distribute photographs of armed children
	28 and 30 January 2012
	The editor of the weekly "Sexto Poder"'s web page reported that his Twitter account was hacked after he disseminated photographs of armed children in the parish of 23 January, located in the western part of Caracas.  Two days later, hackers attacked journalist Orian Brito's Twitter and e-mail accounts, after he too distributed images of armed children.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	33
	Journalists prevented from covering incident in Nueva Esparta
	30 January 2012
	Officials under the command of armed forces Sergeant Pérez Arocha blocked a group of journalists from covering a National Guard airplane accident on the island of Coche, in the state of Nueva Esparta, in the northeastern part of the country.
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	34
	Journalists attacked during wake for murder victim
	3 February 2012
	Six men attacked a group of journalists who were seeking information about the murder of a 16-year-old girl. The incident took place outside the Ave de Paraíso funeral home, in the western city of Maracaibo, Venezuela.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	35
	Television programme taken off air after disagreements with station
	3 February 2012
	The "Café con Azócar" programme, hosted by Gustavo Azócar since 2002 and broadcast by the Táchira Regional Television Station, located in the city of San Cristóbal, in western Venezuela, was taken off the air. 
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	36
	Political leader discredits journalist on radio programme 
	8 February 2012
	A former official with the Municipality of Barinas and member of the PSUV, Eugenio Pérez, discredited a journalist from the daily "La Prensa de Barinas", César Villamizar, while he was moderating the programme "Al día con la Alcaldía" broadcast by Radio Sensacional 94.7 FM
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	37
	Journalists detained
	8 February 2012
	A crew from the daily "Últimas Noticias", comprised of journalists Abrahán Carvajal and Jesús García, was detained by officials from the Bolivarian Militias (armed troops that defend a particular political interest, in this case the ruling party) at the Pérez Carreño Hospital, in the western part of Caracas.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	38
	Access to information restricted at children's hospital
	8 February 2012
	Eliecer Hernández, a correspondent for DAT TV in Maracay, in the northern state of Aragua, told IPYS-Venezuela that personnel at the Maracay Central Hospital obstructed journalists from accessing information.
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Canada: Promote freedom of expression, freedom of association and peaceful assembly, particularly for members of political parties, unions, the media and civil society, without risk of undue restrictions. 

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.

	
	
	
	
	Australia: Ensure timely and effective access to government information.

	39
	Team of journalists physically and verbally assaulted at children's hospital
	8 February 2012
	Journalist Carmen E. Pecorelli and camera operator Alejandro Ledo, who are correspondents for the Globovisión television station in the northern state of Maracay, were physically and verbally assaulted by supporters of president Hugo Chávez.
	Slovenia: Comply with international commitments regarding justice and freedom of expression and implement the recommendations, resolutions and decisions of the international and regional human rights protection systems.

	
	
	
	
	Switzerland: Take action such that the right to life and security are effectively guaranteed and all state bodies respect and protect the freedom of expression rights of every individual.

	
	
	
	
	Israel: Bring to an end the culture of impunity surrounding cases of retaliation against dissent, as well as attacks on human rights defenders and journalists, the excessive use of force against peaceful demonstrations, the use of force by non-state actors, the execution of criminals and other serious human rights violations.

	
	
	
	
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Indonesia: Intensify efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the safety of journalists in the country.

	40
	Governor characterises daily and one of its journalists as "opposition supporters" and "manipulators" 
	9 February 2012
	During a press conference, the governor of the southwestern state of Barinas, Adán Chávez, characterised the daily "La Prensa" and one its journalists, Dimas Medina, as "opposition supporters" and "manipulators" after denying a construction union leader's accusations about corruption with links to the state's regional executive.
	France: Renew the commitment to freedom of expression and a diversity of opinions, guaranteeing access to information and implementing measures to combat threats and attacks on journalists.

	
	
	
	
	Slovakia: Provide for a plural and diverse media sector as a fundamental component of the right to information and ensure that journalists can carry out their work without undue interference.


